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As a part of the front matter, a book's copgrigi‘it page is very important, esPcciaiig iicgou
want to protect your writing from Piagiarism. T he front matter also includes sections such
as the ePigraPiw, the dedication, the foreword, the Proiogue, etc. | he copgrigiwt page is
most commonig found on the back of the book’s title page. Ti‘)é copgriglﬁt page is
standard in any book — where it's poetry, ]CiCtiOﬂ, nomcictiori, memoir, or comic. 561F~

Pubiisheci books are no different, so tiiey should include a copgrigiit page.

Accorciing to the (/lnitcci Statcs Librar9 of Congress, copgright protects, ”originai
works oiauti'iorship inciuding literarg, dramatic, musical, and artistic works, such as poectry,

novc]s, movies, songs, computer somctware, and architecture.”

As a first time seliC~Pui:>iishcr (or even an established one!), you're bound to have
questions POp up along the way omcgour writingjoumey. 5611C~Publisi1ing puts a lot of work
onto the author's shoulders, so DlggyFOD works hard to make evergthing as simplc as
Possibie in order to get your book Printeci faster

Copgrigi'it law is pretty intricate, so on this page we'll break down everything the aspiring
seiic~Pui31isi16ci author needs to know in order to Protcct their work.

What Does a Book Copyright Page Include?

Copﬂrigi'it may seem intimidating, but what goes on a book's copgrigi*it page s pretty
simPie once broken down. We’re going to walk you tiirougii, 5tep~by~stcp, what should be
included on your book's copgrigi'it page. The fo”owing is an exampie of a /ong Copﬂr{gkt
page, and this is what is tgPicang found after the book's title page:
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Copyright © 2017 Jane Doe.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including
photocopving, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods,
without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the
case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission
requests, write to the publisher, addressed “Attention: Permissions
Coordinator,” at the address below.

ISBN: 978-0-000000-0 (Paperback)
ISBN: 978-0-000000-0 (Hardcover)

Library of Congress Control Number: 00000000000

Any references to historical events, real people, or real places are used
fictitiously. Names, characters, and places are products of the author’s
imagination.

Front cover image by Artist.
Book design by Designer.

Prnted by DiggyPOD, Inc., in the United States of Amernica.
First printing edition 2017.

Example Publisher

111 Address 5t.

City, State, 12345

www_yourwebsite com
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T!’]c lomg copgright page should include the Fo”owing:

1. A copyright notice and year.

The copgright symbol () should go next to the copgright owner's name. ]t should look
like,” 2017 by Jane Doe," or can be spelled out "Copyright 2017 Jane Doe." The
copyright owner is the author of the book, not the Publisher or the printer. [f any company
requires that they be the copyright holder, don 'tPub]is]q with them. [t's yourwork,
rcgarc”ess of who'is Printiﬂg it.

]Fﬂou use a pen name (also known as a Escudongm), you can Put that on the copyright
page instead oﬁgour real name. [ Jowever, when registering your copgright with the (].5.
Copgright Office, be sure to include both names on the form (Pen name and legal name)

since it is a ]cga! document.

The copgright yearis the year you receive your copgright. [f the book is rePrinted into
new editions, the copgright will list all of the edition years, starting with the latest. [Tor
cxample, hcgou first Pub!ishcc{ a bookin 201 2, but Publislﬁcc{ more editions in 2014 and
2017,it would read as such: ”Copgright 2017,2014,2012."

Bc sure that the copgrig]ﬁt year is the year your book is /oub/lis/kfa/, not written. Your
copgright will last for the duration oF}jour lifetime Plus an additional 7O years. After that,

the work is considered Pub]ic domain.

2. Rights reserved notice.

The rights reserved notice states that the copgrig]ﬁt holder (author) reserves all rights to
rcProduce the book or Portions of the book. This Phrase was created in the carlg 20th
century at the Buenos Aires Copgright (_onvention, and it is technica”g no longer
needed. as owning a copyright means that the author holds all the rights. [t's still used in

books, however, as a Formalitg,
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You can go as simplc as stating, ”A” rights reserved,” or you can expancl upon it:

. A” rights reserved, inclucling the rig}':t to reProduce this book or Portions thereof in any
form whatsoever. [Tor information, address the Publisher.

. A” rights reserved. | his book or parts thereof may not be reProduced inany form,
stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form bﬂ any mcans—clcctronic,
mechanical, PhotocoP}j, rccorcling, or otherwise—without Prior written Permission of
the Publisher, except as Providec{ 59 United States of America copgright law. [Tor
Pcrmission requests, write to the Publisher, at "Attention: Fermissions
(_oordinator,” at the address below.

Ang of these will do, itjust comes down to your Prmccrence.

3. ISBN.

An JSBN (Interational Standard Book Number) is necessary if you plan to sell your
book. ISBN are alwags i3 digits 1ong, and the numbers corresponcl with regional codes,
particular publishers, editions, etc. T he [ISPN is merely an identifier for your book; it
has no legal weight. f you don't plan on selling your book, then there's really no need for
an ISBN ]Fgou do P]an on sc”ing your book, howcver, you'” need one for most retailers.

]Fgour book comes in more than one format (sag, Paperback anc/har&cover) 3ou‘” need

different ISBNS foreach.

You can Purchasc an 15BN through E)owkcr. ]t’s casy to bug an ISEN (or scveral, if

you have several books) online and assign them to your books via your online account.
Just as with the copgriglﬂt, you should be the owner of the ISBN number, not your
Printer or Pub]isher, so be sure to bu9 it from Bowkcr onlg.

4. Library of Congress Control Number.
The Librarg of Congress Control Number (| (C(N)is free to obtain (3ou can applg

onlinc) and shows that your book exists. ]‘c‘s necessary should you want to have it shelved

in libraries, since libraries won't accepta book unlessit has a L CON.
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]Fgou don't want your book in a m)rarg (hcgoujust want to sell it orgive it to friends and
Familg members as ghcts), there's rea”y no need to g0 t}ﬁrough the process of registering
your book with the Librar9 of Congress.

5. Disclaimer.
The disclaimer featured in the Photo above is norma”g used in fiction books and is

included to Protcct you from Potcntial lawsuits hcgour characters or Plot lines resemble
real People orevents. | his disclaimer acimow]cc]ges that some characters may resemble

real People, yet it affirms that this is a work oFgour imagination.

Disclaimers may also be used in nonfiction. ]FHOU‘I‘C writing a memoir, you may choose to
include a disclaimer that simP]g states that the events in the book are gourmemories from
yourpcrspective. You may also include a notice that certain names have been changed to
protect the identities of those involved. Tl‘nis is often done when a work contains sensitive

material.

For cxamP]e, in Marina chgan’s Post%umous Tﬁc Oppositc ofLonc/incss, which is a

work of both fiction and nonfiction, the copgright page includes two disclaimers:

i /D ortions of this book are works of fiction. A/y references to historical events, real
Pcop/@, orreal p/accs are used ﬁcﬁﬁous{y. Ot/7c3r names, Cﬁaractcrs, /D/accs and
events are /oroo/ucfs of the author's imagination, and any resemblances to actual
events or /D/aces or persons, //v/ng ordead. is entirc/y coincidental.

2 Fortions of this book are works of nonfiction. (_ertain names and /'c/ent/}[ﬂ/hg

characteristics have been Cﬁangcc/.

6. Permissions notice.

]Fgou borrow excerpts from any otherwork (another book, artwork) ar‘tic]es, etc.) you

need to give credit on the copgright page.
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For cxample, in [ he (irls of the Atomic City: | he ( [ntold Story of [ he Women Who
/7e/pea’ Win Word War ] Denise Kiernan includes this permissions notice of
Photogra!:)hs used:

o Al photos are by _James [~ dward Westcott, courtesy of the National Archives, with

the cxcept/on of- insert page 1, top /cz[t, courtesy of C elia K/cmskl} insert page /,

top r{g/n‘, courtesy of (_olleen B/aaé.”

7. Credits to editors, photographers, and illustrators.
Thisis optiona] and could instead be P]aced in the Acknowlcdgcmcnts section. ]Fgou

choose to include these credits in your copyright page, you can still expand on them in the
ac‘mowlcdgemcnts section. Most books will at least include illustration and dcsign credits

on the copgright page.

8. Country of printer/printing edition.
This is where the book was Printcd and what edition it is (first or second or third, etc.). [f

you're using a FOD Printer, like DigggFOD, you can include their information here, as
well. T his Portion of the copgright page is included for customs purposcs.

9. Publisher information.

FPublisher information (such as the name and address) should be included in the copyright
page. l]cgou’rc selﬁpublishing, this would be ﬂourimcormation. Some sclLPuHishers
choose to create their own publishing company instead of simply going by their name. |f
you'd like to go by your name, however, that's fine, too! You're the publisher. You get to

decide how this section looks.

10. Author website.
Since you're self—Publisking, your Persona] website should be included on this page. [t's a

simple way to Promote your Persona] site and get more eyes on your othcr work.
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The go”owing is an examplc of a short Copﬂr/;gﬁtpage:

Copyright © 2017 Jane Doe.

All nnghts reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be
reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express
written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief
quotations in a book review.

Prnted by DiggyPOD, Inc., in the United States of America.

First printing, 2017,

Example Publisher

111 Address St.

City, State, 12345

wiww_yourwebsite.com

As you can see, included in the short copgright page is the Copgrxght notice and year,

HasmarkPublishing.com info@hasmarkpublishing.com



Copyright page

rights reserved, country of Printcr, Publisher information, and Publisher website. Some
copgright pages may even be as simP]e as on]g stating the Copgright owner and year.
That's enough to prove that the book is insured and Protected under the law. |n
traditional Publishing, the Pub]ishing house will decide how long this section is and what it
includes, but when you sc]ﬁpublish,you will be writing the copﬂrig}':t page. ]ncluding all of
the aforementioned details is thorough and Prmcessional, but i]cgou choose to simplg list
the copgright holder and date, that will workjust as well.

Why Should You Create a Copyright Page for Your Book?

Copgrighting your creative work ensures that no one will reProduce orrecreate it under
their name. Copgrights protect inte”igent property so that if anyone attempts to steal or
P]agiarize a bool(, thcy’” face lega] charges. ]t may seem unimPortant ifzyou‘re self-

Publishing, but you don't want to take a risk with the book you've worked so hard to write
and Publish.

Should Self-Publishers Register Their Book with the Federal
Copyright Office?

The short answeris yes. Technica”g, as soon as you write something, it's Protected
under copyright law. T his seems easy and a little too goocl to be true, right? We”) that's
because you should still register the copgright with the u5 Copqrig‘,ht Office.

Registcring your book Protects you should you find 3ourselmc in the unfortunate
circumstance of someone trging to steal your work. Having this copgright proves that you

are the or/g/ha/author of the work.

How to Copyright Self-Published Work
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You can register your work with the Urxited States Copyright Office (a division of the
Librarg of Congress) pretty easilg.

To register a work with the US Copgright Ogice) you must submit a completed
aPP!ication form and a copy (or coPies> of the work you're registering. This process can
take angwhcre from 8 to 1% months. [ irst-time registration fees range from $35 to $85
and lasts for 70 years after the death of the author. [Tor more information on how to
register your book, visit the US Copgright Office's FAQ page.

[t's imPortant to register your copgright when you IDUZ?//S/7 your book, not as soon as it's

written (since it will like]g go through revisions and edits).
Writing Your Copyright Page

(se the above examples as tcmp‘ates when creating a selF~Pub|ishcd copgright page n
your book. 5implg fill in your information — ISBN, copgright year, pub]isher, Printer,
website, etc. ]Fgou choose to Print with DigggFOD (and we hoPe you do!), 9ou’”just
need to add this page into your word document before you convert 3ourmcilcs into Print~
reaclg FDIPs. This wi”just be another page in your book!

To create the copgright symbol (@) on your comPuter, follow these stcPS:

]Fgou’re writing your book on a Mac, hold down the ‘OPtion' (or ’Alt‘) button + ’G’
Or, iFgou're writing your book ona P, hold down ’AI_T' +'0169!

Copgrighting your book doesn't need to be complicated. | ike angthing in SCIF—Publishing,
it's completelg doable and casy as long as you have the right information and a good
Printer behind you. DlggyFOD aims to hc!P the sclﬁpub]ishcr every step of the way,
assuring their book is the very best it can be and that it's Protectecl. We highlg
recommend you omcmcicia”g register gourwork with the US Copgright Office. Do
5oursclmc and your work a favor and copgright your selﬁpub!ishcd book. |t's a quick and

efficient way to sa}ceguard your book and make it even more ProFessional.
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